


The ‘Positive Side’ 
We often look at new rules and regulations on how the will negatively affect us and our boating pleasure. This applies in many avenues of life when it comes to laws or bylaws. But laws and bylaws plus regulations are put into place to ‘protect’ us and our lifestyle from actions of others whether it be neighbouring impacts such as the use of life threatening pollutants or criminal activities. When we go forth during our cruising season we experience many of nature’s wonders and we expect clean pristine marine waters, wildlife that is bountiful plus fresh finfish or shellfish to throw on the barbeque for our evening’s dinner. While out on the waters we do not want to even consider that there may be pollutants that may threaten our own health.
So pause for a moment and consider the ‘positive side’ to the new forthcoming regulations such as:
‘Sewage Discharge Controls’:

· More pristine waters for our boating pleasure.
· Cleaner waters in our anchorages.

· Safer swimming with less fear of infectious diseases.

· Less frequent shellfish closures.

· Far less toxins in our marine waters for the health of all marine wildlife.

· Protection of our Orca Whales from toxins and a more bountiful food source.
‘National Marine Conservation Area’:

· The revival of finfish stocks through protected nursery areas.

· Survival of marine mammals and their habitat and food supply.

· Enhancement of marine waters.
· Protection of the ancient sponge reefs off Galiano Island.

· Bring back the ‘legacy’ for future generations, the biodiversity of the marine ecosystem that is on the point of ‘endangered’ due to over use and over harvesting.

· Control pollutants that are not only life threatening for all marine wildlife but the human species as well.

· Far more abundant ‘sport fishing’ species! Remember the bountiful Coho stocks? Maybe some of you are too young to remember! I remember when it appeared that there were so many you could walk on their backs to go ashore – I also remember when it was the norm for 15,000,000 salmon to head up the Fraser annually to spawn. I can remember Oyster beds as far as the eye could see along the beaches. Remember the rock cod – rockfish are now endangered – I remember when they were plentiful. Can you imagine what the fish stocks were like when the first Explorer arrived on these shores?  Let’s work towards revitalizing our marine waters!
The marine ecosystem of the Georgia Strait including the marine waters around the Southern Gulf islands is on the verge of collapse, and it is common knowledge, for we fully realize that with the demise of the finfish stocks and the many shellfish closures, that seem to escalate each year, the end is near. The Endangered Southern Pods of Orca Whales are also succumbing to the lack of food source (finfish) plus the pollutants that enter our waters on a daily basis. The Transient Orca are succumbing to the toxic chemicals or pollutants that magnify in concentration through the food chain.
Our marine waters have reached a critical level in many areas and we must all do our part if we wish to continue enjoying our cruising season – so think of your own health, the children playing on the beaches, and all the glorious marine wildlife and water birds for our viewing pleasure – these are what makes our marine summer cruising an activity to enjoy. Let’s save it for our children and grandchildren to enjoy as well – a legacy for future generations.

So look to the ‘positive side’ and endorse the efforts of many who are trying to clean up our marine waters and to provide this lasting legacy.

Look at the new regulations for sewage discharge and the proposed National Marine Conservation Area as ‘how this will enhance our cruising season’ – maybe they are doing it as a ‘gift’ for us, the Pleasure Craft Community’! And for those of us who cruise the Southern Gulf Islands – remember there are some of us working diligently towards providing those much needed ‘marine sani pump out stations’ – they’re coming and in the meantime use the Pumpty Dumpty’s located in Saanich Inlet and Mayne Island areas – give those volunteers a ‘nice donation’ to assist with the maintenance and fuel along with a ‘thank you’ for service!
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