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M essage from the Bridge

Awhile back during a busy time for our
squadron someone asked me what you get for
your membership fees. There are the standard
answers most of us expect, the various retail
and insurance savings that come with our
membership etc. For me it goes much farther
than that.

Jan and | bought our first boat in the early spring of 2006 from a
very nice couple. Through the process of buying the boat and then
a few follow up questions (about every other day) over a couple of
months we decided to go for dinner with the couple we bought it
from. At dinner that night we mentioned we were going to take
the boating course through CPS. They said “Well we’ve been
boating for many years in the area maybe we should take it and
see if we can learn something”. So after taking the course together,
a few pops after class, and a summer of boating together | know
these people will be life-long friends. The rest of that story is that |
now feel blessed to have made so many more life-long friends in
the time I have volunteered with JdF.

Also on the social theme there are all the events we organize and
participate in together. Our spring cruise where we all get together
at the end of the season and have a great weekend on our boats
together, blind folded dinghy races, crib tournament, pot luck
dinner in costume for the theme of the weekend all bring a great
sense of camaraderie and a whole lot of laughs. The student
graduation socials, the dinners with a guest speaker and our AGM
all provided a nice social event with good friends getting together.
(Continued on page 2)
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Message from the Bridge (Continued from page 1) ;_ | \

We all know that CPS is a training organization and
that is our primary function. For me the
opportunity to volunteer and teach safe boating is
important on so many levels. We all love the
water yet we equally respect it. We know how fast
thing can go wrong out there and I’'m sure that
most of us have uttered the word “Idiot” either
out loud or under our breath as we have
witnessed a boater do something dumb or
inconsiderate. | believe we help take the “Idiot”
out of boating. Have we saved a Life? Can’t say for
sure but if CPS wasn’t there something tells me .
there would be a statistic that would indicate we Fall 2011 Safe Boati ng
should be. Another benefit is when | teach a class, Class

proctor or just show up some Tuesdays | know it
helps keep my own skills sharper. So when | think
of what | have gotten out of CPS and especially the
Juan de Fuca Squadron | feel blessed to be a part
of something that has enriched my life so much.
The life-long friendships I've made, the things I've

Students and instructors gather for
the spring 2011 student cruise

The safe boating class is well
underway for Fall 2011. Classes are
again being held at the Juan de Fuca
Recreation Center Field House on
Tuesday evenings.

learned, being part of something good. To all the
new students and our existing members we invite
you to come out on a Tuesday night and have a

We have 11 students this session. A
graduation celebration for the class is
scheduled for the evening of

coffee, mark a test, _sit i_n on aclass. You never December 13" at 2000 hrs. All

know, a small contribution on your part may squadron members are encouraged to
provide you with a gratifying long lasting reward. attend.

CPS annual membership=$40.00
Benefits of being a member = PRICELESS

John Neely

Commander
Alaska Rendezvous... we wil supply Boat (for a small fee)

The CPS Foundation has organized a 13 day Vacation getaway in Alaska, including a 7 day return to Vancouver by the Celebrity's
cruise ship the "MILLENNIUM." Only CPS Members and friends will be on the Alaska trips, which will include a two night stay at
Talkeetna Lodge, close to Mt. McKinley, a coach trip to Anchorage for two days, and a tour to Alyeska that will feature a tram ride
for the most beautiful panoramic scenery in Alaska. Then we will travel by train for a two night stay at Seward Windsong Lodge
and take a six-hour trip up the Kenai Fjords by boat. These side trips will be for our group only, no big lineups. Mark your calendar
June 16" to June 29™ 2012. See details in the Port Hole or online at the CPS Calendar of Events. BOOK EARLY, with a small
deposit, for the best choice of cabins. Call Cruise Connoisseurs to book at 1-800-363-2989 or John Hinksman, Foundation Chair
at 905-465-1262 if you need a little encouragement.
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Squadron Member Receives Award
Based on a news release from Northern Lights College
Submitted by Roger Patterson

Juan de Fuca Squadron congratulates member
Roberta (Robbie) Taylor for receiving the 2011 Elsie
MacGill Northern Lights Award on September 29th.
Roberta blazed the trail over 45 years ago when she
began her career as a commercial bush pilot in north-
western Ontario. She has been an aircraft operations
manager, air search and rescue pilot and fire patrol
pilot in the Canadian Rockies, and served as ferry pilot
and test pilot for the family aircraft business in
Cranbrook, B.C.

Roberta was chosen as Chatelaine’s Woman of the
Year, was a co-organizer for the first Canadian Women
in Aviation conference, founded the Canadian Rockies
Chapter of The Ninety-Nines, Inc. International
Organization of Women Pilots, where she served as a
Governor and International Director. She speaks at
conferences promoting the history of women in aviation Roberta Taylor
through her presentation titled “Lessons from our

Mothers”.

Having grown up near the Canada Car Foundry in Thunder Bay, Ontario where Elsie MacGill
oversaw the wartime production of the Hawker Hurricane and where Roberta’s mother and
father worked, Roberta was inspired to be a pioneer in the role of women in aviation. After
injuries sustained as a passenger in a serious car accident ended her flying career, Roberta
completed her Master's degree and is now a Senior Instructor in the Faculty of Human and
Social Development at the University of Victoria. Like Elsie MacGill, she transitioned from
aviation to working on equity and social issues in a broader context. Roberta is actively
engaged in a community project aimed at ensuring a safe operating environment for floatplanes,
paddlers and rowers in the busy Port of Victoria. She continues to be a mentor for her peers and
students at UVIC.

Boating related questions or comments?

Our squadron has a BLOG where members are encouraged to share
information and discuss safe boating issues.

Sign onto the Juan de Fuca Power and Sail Squadron website and
click on ‘MEMBERS AREA’. To sign in, use the surname on your
member card (first letter upper case) and the 9 digit membership
number (last three letters upper case) from your membership card.

Problem signing on? Contact webmaster@jdfsquadron.ca
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WHAT DID YOU DO FOR YOUR SUMMER VACATION?

Submitted by Lynn Greentree

If you can believe it Debbie volunteered us to help friends get their boat to San Francisco. She must have
a short memory, as she seems to have forgotten her first trip down the coast after she told Lynn, what
he could do with the S/V Dolphin Tales when they arrived in Newport Oregon.

On August 29 we left Vancouver on the SV Navigo a Beneteau 42 center cockpit with Bob and Camelia
for San Francisco via the offshore route. After clearing customs in Port Angeles a final check of the
weather shows 15-20 knots of wind, with the wind and seas building later on in the week to 30 knots off
Northern California we headed out the strait and made the turn at Neah Bay. A couple of hours
motoring and we are soon under sail. One soon finds all the noises generated by dishes, pots, etc. as
you try to sleep. Padding and stuffing dish towels in cupboards becomes a hobby, with each trip down
below. Similar to Dolphin Tales the best place to sleep was the sea berth in the salon just aft of the mast,
and sometimes it can even hold two people when the forward and aft cabins become unliveable.

As the trip progresses we did find the IR Satellite
forecast winds of 30 knots building to 40 i
knots and seas building to 15 feet plus or
so, but it is hard to gauge sea height. We
are running down wind with a very small
foresail out at about 6 knots and higher as
you surf some waves. We did have waves
breaking on the aft deck of the boat and
only the enclosure and Lynn’s back
prevented more water coming into the
cockpit when one broke on his watch. This
was after his getting wet earlier when one

. . | T M 7 i)
very large one came in the starboard side ac f! St ' N E-Ih.hl
enclosure opening. The gale might have e wedthereim
blown hard for 48 hours but for some on
board it felt like it was 5 days in a washing Images like this one of Typhoon Melor approaching the west
machine with no springs on a 7 day cycle. coast in October 2009 remind us of the power of the Pacific.

During the gale the US Coast Guard rescued two people and a dog off a 50 ft boat that was taking on
water and sank. Another vessel was then turned out to sea, when three people were taken off that
vessel. We had heard that all where dehydrated and could not control the boat. We also heard the
Coast Guard talking to another boat that had someone on board with broken ribs and they were trying
to get to Coos Bay. We learned after from another sailboat that they were advised by the Coast Guard
that the wave height would be increased and become dangerous by a large tropical storm some place in

the South Pacific. (Continued on page 5) e
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Successful Shoreline Cleanup

Submitted by Charlotte Gorley

On September 25" twenty-six Juan de Fuca
Squadron and guests combined efforts to clean
up the beach at Coburg Peninsula and enjoyed a
BBQ to celebrate the removal of an interesting
assortment of debris. The clean-up was part of a
Canada-wide initiative to clean up our waterways
and beaches.

This is the second year our squadron has
participated in the clean-up event. In addition to
the gratification of a job well done, we will be a
co-recipient with Brentwood Bay for the
Vancouver Island South District Environmental
Award.

Summer Vacation Continued from page 4.

Once the winds started to drop, the seas very
quickly flattened out and the last day and a half
turned into a motor boat ride to San Francisco
and the Sausalito Yacht Club. Navigo has an AIS
transponder on board with a display a little
larger than an IPOD Touch. Well imagine trying
to move cross hairs over a target that is moving
all over the screen, as the screen itself is
moving around with the movement of the
boat. Once you get the cross hairs on the
target click a button and very small print gives
you information on the target. To get more
information or remove the target, center the
target with the cross hairs and click a button.
Are you sea sick yet? Off the coast of Oregon,
Debbie and Camelia had a target approaching
from seaward, after identifying the target
Debbie hailed the ship and had them adjust
coarse to pass astern of us. Must have been
the woman’s touch, as there was no issue in
having them adjust course. Technology can
make ship contact less stressful but remember
pleasure craft carry a different class
transponder and not all commercial vessels
may to be monitoring this class.

Debbie did discover that sea sickness does not
go away after a few days but she did stand her
watches and kept her bucket close by. Lynn
suffered for a half a day or so. Camelia used
the closest bucket. Bob was close to needing a
bucket when he was below for a while at the
navigation station or trying to match the cross
hairs on the AIS to a target. Needless to say not
a lot food was consumed on the passage. Our
position was logged every 3 hours and the plan
was to place these on a chart. Upon arrival in
San Francisco the chart was as clean as when it
was purchased.

By the way, Debbie says she will not volunteer
to make this trip again and the next time she
sees this part of the coast will be on a vessel no
smaller than a cruise ship.
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