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Hello everyone. Welcome to
2010. Given the successes of
last year, | look forward to the

coming year.

2009 started with our safe boat-
ing classes now being held at th
Juan de Fuca Recreation Cen-
treds Fieldhousts
fields opposite Bear Mountain
Arena. The classroom is spa-
cious for both students and
instructors. Having our course
description included in the Juan
de Fuca program is attracting

several students to each class.
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Message

Both the student cruises were
held under ideal weather condi-
tions. The tours were well at-
tended. The rendezvous at Ful-
ford Harbour Marina in June
was one of the largest in Squad-

ron history.

Late last year a survey was con-
ducted regarding a social event
this spring. The results are in. |
look forward to an announce-
ment from our organizers. My thanks go to the many that
There should be news later this assisted to make it all possible.

month. It was a fine year.

S/V Blue Magic

With all this good news, there is Roger Patterson

the sad news of the passing of commander

Bill Fluskey. Bill was the Squad-

ronés first commander . Hi s
name appears on the Squadronés
warrant which established the
Juan de Fuca Power Squadron
on June 14, 1976. Our condo-
lences go to his wife Gay and

the Fluskey family.

Ameri cads

The US challenge for the Ameri-
cas Cup will use a rigid fixed
vertical wing the size of a 747
aircraft wing!- and engines to
power adjustments to sail trim
another farcical attempt to win
the cup at all costs why not
allow use of engines for propul-
sion as well as for sail trimming
and just skip all this sailing non-
sense?

Cup Chall

Following is a photo of the
monster under sail note
the size of the person at the
wheel and the distance to
the other wheel when on
the opposite side of the
boat- a quick jog every timd
you tack??

enge

Cost of the beast? about the
same as the GDP of many na-
tions.

P/Cdr Pat Shera
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Did You

The CPS PCO@urse
and test is the only ong
approved by both
Transport Canada and
the US National Asso-
ciation of Boating Law
Administrators
(NASBLA), and is rec-
ognized by theJnited
States Coast Guard .
As such the CPS
PCOC Card is the only
one officially recog-
nized in both the US
and Canada. US State
may choose to recog-
nize other PCO Cards
but they are not
obliged to do so unless
they have received
individual NASBLA
approval.

CPS approved tests
have 50 questions. Th
first 36 are required to
meet minimum Cana-
dian standards and the
additional 14 questions
help meet the U.S.
standards and ensure
that the card holder
has a good working
knowledge of the re-
quired 149 key learnin
points as prescribed by
Transport Canada.
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Commander (Cdr) Roger Patterson 250-382-7033
Past Commander David Krauel 2504780081
Executive Officer Don Shaw 250642-3016
Training Officer Brian Sommerville 2504797018
Secretary TBA
Treasurer Phil Barker 250-727-2323
Registrar/Public Relations Officer Don Dewar 2504744704
Membership Officer Wallace McMorran 2504747347
Webmaster Charlotte Gorley 2504744289
Assistant Training Officers lan Broome 2504792516
Gregg Little 2504780111
Kathy Little 2504780111
Valerie Elton 250642-0771
Elsie Chandler 2504743277
Communications Officer Cheryle Lewis 250-220-3355
Port Captain/PCOC Pat Shera 2504783831
VHF Officer Peter Jost 2506566112
Edi tor o0The Pilotéo Lorenda Franklen 2508166667
Cruisemaster John Neely 250477-3944
Entertainment Holly St. Cyr 2504744447
Historian Donna Carrigan 2504750987
MAREP (Hydrographic) Officer Bo Jensen 2504792924

The Tragedy of a Boat Explosion

September 12, 2009, Nashville |
resident Alan Donais, 58, had
just refueled his cabin cruiser at
Green Turtle Bay Marina near
Grand Rivers, Ky. Donais was
pulling away from the dock
around 10:15 a.m. when wit-
nesses heard a loud explosion
and saw the boat on fire. A
passenger in the boat, 5/ar
old Jan Crowell of New John-
sonville, Tenn., escaped by

cal l 911 and towards empty slips at the
the | ine. W shipyardTowboat US turns to
hundred feet away. Flames get a line on the burning vesse
engulf the cabin. Black smoke. but line gets tangled in his
props. Towboat captain jumps
in the water to untangle his
props, two other dinghies hold
the towboat out of the flames.

Woman screams and dock
hands start yelling for her to
jump into the water. The boat
is blown by the wind further
from the fuel dock. Flames and The burning vessel comes to
smoke engulf her as she jumps rest against the empty docks
; . ’ into the water, no life jacket. and sets them on fireTowboat
Jumping c_)ut of the boat. W't' Dockhand jumps in the water  US gets a line on the boat and
E_es;es (.j'd EOt SeehDofnﬁ's I_eaveand swims to her and a dinghy is going to tow it to the boat
nis burning _oat. The OIOWING 5 rives with a life jacket. Marina ramp. He has to round the end
IS an ab_brewated eyewitness manager, Bill Gary, dives into  of a long dock..
account: the water. Someone starts
climbing the swim platfoormto | 8 m headi ng ov
et the man qut of the cabin  ramp. Black plumes of smoke
’ﬁ,ﬂe’ﬁ‘ ﬁ%}entﬂe bBa?iﬁ hé Y Cnow coming from the end of
loud swoosh becomes engulfedt he dock. Some
move away fr_om the~fuel dock. in flames, he jumps back into  Somehow, Towboat US lost
S.O met hingds T ) Pg ton te'VAE M €the burning boat (rope burned
m|sf|red_, man goes down into and put out a call for a doctor  through?) and it drifted into the
the cabin, woman takes the A no one answers. back of a large houseboat with
helm. a Sea Doo and small outboard
boat on back, both are now
engulfed in flames.

An older model 25 foot or so
cabin cruiser
finishes fueling and begins to

Towboat US races to the boat,
sheds being bl
full of sailboats. Towboat US

Explosion. Sounds like a shot-
gun going off x 10.

able to deflect the burning boat
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Towboat US boat is now on
fire and begins drifting into the
dock full of boats. Some larger
boats were able to throw off
their lines and back into the
fairway as the burning towboat
drifts toward their slips.

EMS and Fire personnel have
arrived. Not enough hose to
reach the end of the pier
where the houseboat is
docked. Houseb
friend pushes the now burning
houseboat out into the fairway
to get the flames away from
neighboring boats. He wedges
the bow into the slip so he
doesndt drift
reach him. Smart move.

I dm carrying a
hose along with several volun-
teers down the dock. | know
how to assemble hose and
began doing so. We run out of
hose. Black plumes of smoke
make it difficult to see and
breathe. 1 6m g
guishers and carrying them to
the houseboat. | handed him
one, he turned and dropped it
into the water. | hand him the
other and retrieved the one in
the water and hand it to him.
He goes to fight the fire, but
that type fire extinguisher
wondt extingui
fire.

More fire trucks arrive. Hoses
have hol es, ca
water pressure. Segments of
hose are being replaced. 6 m
now turning my attention to

the burning Towboat US drift-
ing into slip next to me. Men
with water hos
a fire extinguisher and am hold-
ing the flames down enough for
them to extinguish the larger
hot spots. No water yet from
the fire trucks. Firemen grab
garden hoses. We fight the fire.

Small boat with two men on-
board comes up to the Tow-

Boat Explosioni Cont o6 d

boat and the guy on the front
throws an anchor on the tow-
boat and pulls it away from the
docks, sheds s
hand the lines to the rescue
boat that just arrived and they
pull the Towboat toward the
boat ramp. Webd
the burning small boats off the
houseboat now. Flames are
larger and smoke is getting
thick. The Sea doo and small
boat are secured to the house-
boat with a cable. Fire is too
hot . He candt

l ock. He candt
he has no bolt cutters. The call
goes out for bolt cutters and a
lady in a neighboring boat
comes back with hers, hands
them up to the houseboat
owner. The Sea doo drifts free r
and now the small outboard
boat drifts free, both on fire.
Rescue boat grapples the Sea
doo and begins pulling it back-
ward till it sinks, leaving a mas-
sive sheet of flames covering

~

the water. p
I dm handing ou
ers telling people not to pull

the handl e unt
they can hit t

out of fire extinguishers. An-
other Samaritan tows the small
boat out of the way. When
they got it to the boat ramp C
dock they found the fire extin-
guisher on the small boat and
put out the fi
the boat ramp dock with the
last of the fire extinguishers.
Firemen on the dock have
none. Burning boats coming in
& not good. | hand the extin-
guisher to a fireman and the
still burning Towboat slips
under the pier. | push the Tow-
boat out from the wooden

pier. Fire is out. Smoldering.
Firemen and volunteers push
and pull the Towboat to the
shallow water opposite the
pier.

A man lost his life today, a

The Pilot

woman | ost her
deeply
scary to think what could have
happened if the houseboat
owner o6s friend
life to get those burning vessels
away from the dock. What
would have happened if the
Towboat US Capt
come to the rescue and in the
end sacrificed his own vessel?
What would have happened if
the dinghy ski
come to the rescue of the lady
in the water and of the tow-
boat? What would have hap-
pened if the staff and bystand-
ers hadno6t take
People here all pitched in,
worked together, and pre-
vented what could have been a
much larger tragedy.

p

h
e

Bob DeGroot, D.C.H.
M/V Spirit Dancer
Lakewood Yacht Club
Seabrook, Texas

Cell (713) 8768787

Note from Bob DeGroot:

One positive that has come of g
tragedy is the number of marina
managers who have approached
me to let me know what they are
doing at their marinas to mini-
mize any damage that might
occur should a fire take place at
their facility Several have had
their fire departments out to
review procedures, one bought a
fire boat, one is adding several fir
extinguishers of the correct type,
one had all their staff sign off on
the email, one is holding training
sessions and so on.
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